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HAT Mr. Smith, Mr. ragdon, 
T and Mr. Hill, be a Commitite to 


wait on the Reverend Mr. Mos zs 
HeMmMaNwar, and thank him, i in Beba * 
of this H louſe, for the Sermon delivered. 
by him, this Day, before His Excellency | 
#he Governor, the Council, and the Two 4 
\Branches of the General Court; aud fo 
requeſt a Copy of the ſame for FY Prefs. 


SAMUEL, A.OTIS, Speaker, | 
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BL ECTION SERMON, 

. F ow 3 - 4 


Vth Chap, to the GALATIONS, 13 ver. 


For brethren ye have been called unto liberty 3 
only uſe not liberty or an occaſion to the , 
Faſt, but by love ſerve one another”, 


IT HEN Moſes, being called by God from 


* 
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an obſcure ſtate of life, to ſtand before 
a court, and deliver the meſſage of Heaven to 


them, would have excuſed himſelf, alledging 


that He was not eloquent,” his falſe modeſty 
was frowned upon; his pleas were all over-ruled ; 
and he was animated to his great work, with a 


promiſe of ſpecial aſſiſtance from God: I will 
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be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
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Tuis inſtance may, I think, encourage us ta 


3 


hope for divine aſſiſtance, whenever we are by the 
providence of God called to undertake ſervices 

for which. we may ſeem too unequal. It is this 
hope emholdens me now to appear in this place: 
and it is alſo hoped that the preſent attempt, 


undertaken in obedience to authority, may be 


— 


favorably accepted, or at leaſt excuſed, 


On this occaſion, it will not, I preſume, be 
expected, or deſired, that I ſhould attempt to go 
beyond my own line, or affect to diſcourſe as. a 
Connoiſſeur in politics; but that I affiſt as a 
CHRISTIAN MINISTER at the folemn acts of 
religious worſhip which are this day publicly 


offered by a CHRISTIAN STATE to the ſupreme. 


King of nations, whoſe ordinance civil govern- 
+ - A GT WIR, ˙ t JT ED Tour lt % Wille 
ment is; from whom all the authority of rulers. 
and all the rights of ſubjects are originally deri- 
ved; to- whom the mutual duties of, all orders 
ef men are to be ultimately referred; and by 
whoſe bleſſing alone, communities, as well as, 
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individuals, can be happy.” 


Tu knowledge of ourſelyes is confeſſedly a 
capital and fundamental point of, true wiſdom. 


- 


pital and fundam of, true w 
The proper knowledge of mankind.is man.“ 
And of. this there is no branch which more de- 
erves the attention ot every one, than to under- 
and our duty on the one hand, and our rights. 
and privileges on the otber. For want of clear 
and juſt. apprehenſions of theſe things, ſome have 


been ready to. imagine that there is a kind of 
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bppoſition between duty and right; or in other 
8 that the bonds of duty are a reſtraint 
and abridgment of liberty ; and that liberty is a 
licence to do whatever we pleaſe.— Hence dif- 
ferent men have inclined to different extremes. 
dome by urging the obligations of duty in ſuch 
à matiner as tends to beget and cheriſh a ſpirit 
of bondage, and by Taying heavy burdens on the 
conſciences of men in things where God has left 
them tree, have intrenched on the rights and 
liberties of mankind. Others, in theic e 2 
ed zeal for liberty, have relaxed the bonds of 
duty, and have given and taken too. much en- 
Eouragement to licenciouſneſs, « uſing ier 
for an occaſion to the fleſh. 


Bur our duties, and our rights or privileges, 
if rightly ſtated, are ſo far from interfering, or 
being baden that they mutually dae of We 
liſh, and fu apport, each other. 18 


Tee apoſtle, in the words now read, appears 
to have bal both the mentioned extremes dif- 
tinctly in his view. As there were ſome who, 
by endeavouring to impoſe the obſeryatice of the 
abrogated ordinances of the Jewiſh law, ineroach- 
ed on the rights and liberty of chriſtians, St. Faul 
afferts. thele their rizhts, reminds his chriſtian 
brethren that Chriſt had. made them free, and 
exhiorts them to ſtand faſt in their liberty to 
which they were called, and not be entangled 
with a. yoke, of bondage. At the ſame time 
he cautiom chem againſt the oppoſite a 
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of abuſing liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh ; 
or of indulging themſelves in a carnal licentious 
life; and then direQs them * by love to ſerve 


one another,” and not think ſuch mutual ſub- 
jection to be any way unſuitable the honor they 
were called to, of being the Lord's free men. | 


Tat oa EE nt „ Tara 1p" 
Bor whatever may be the ſpecial occaſion 5 
the words, and however we may expound them 


in reference to that occaſion, we may, I think, 


be allowed to conſider them as applicable to all 
thoſe liberties which belong to us either as men, 
or as citizens, or as chriſtians. GOD has called 
us to liberty in all theſe different reſpects; and 
the goſpel furniſhes us with a gobd warrant to 
aſſert and claim theſe our rights. And though 


the main 117 of the ſacred writers be to in- 


ſtruct us in the great concernments of our eter- 


Hal ſalvation yet they have alſo given us to un- | 
derſtand, that liberty, in à more general ſenſe, 


is our indefeaſible right. Chriſtianity is indeed 
alike favotable to the liberty of ſubjects, and 


the rightful authority of rulers ; and is the beſt 


ſecurity and ſupport of both in their proper con- 


ſiſtency with each other, And we are more be- 
Holden to the oracles of GOD than to the ſchools 


the rights of mankind. A chriſtian, beſides his 
peculiar ſpiritual privileges, holds his natural and 


of philoſephy, for juſt and 7 8055 notions of 


Civil liberty by a ſtronger handle than any other, 
and can maintain it to better advantage. He has 


by the goſpel, a new covenant right to the com- 
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mon privileges of Humanity, as well as to thoſe 


ſpecial 
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ſpecial ones he is entitled to as a a child and heir of 
0b. That ſtate of liberty to which he is 
called, and which he is authorized to claim and 
maintain, comprehends thoſe natural and civil 
rights which belong to. him as @ man, or as a 
member of the commonwealth, as well as thoſe 
ſpecial privileges which appertain to him as @ 
ſubject cf . the kingdom of beaven. , If I ſhould 
therefore take occaſion to offer ſome conſidera- 
tions on LIBERTY in this general view, the ar- 
gument would, 1 conceive, be not foreign to my 
text, nor unſuitable to the preſent ſolemnity, nor 
unworthy of the attention of this grave and res 
ſpeQable audience. 
* | Hene are three points which requite to be 
| diſtinaly conſidered, . as the titne will allow : 
and ſhall take them i in the ſame order in which 
they lie before us in our text. 


# Fixsr. That GOD lias called us to liberty? 


. _ 'S£conDLY., Liberty ought not to, be ** fot 
N an occaſion to the fleſh, or a pretence far carnal 


'Y and licentious indulgencics. 
a |  TarnDLy. It is our duty, 2 no infrings- 


= - ment of our rights and Privileges, to ſerve one | 
another in love, 
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il | which he approve*, favors, and befriends, The 

10 law and ligbt of nature make it evident that li- 

Fl | berty is the right of all mankind. But the 

Wo ſcriptures make it yet more evident that the peo 
ple of GOD, the ſubjects of bis heavenly king- 155 
| dom, are entitled to, and inveſted with, this in- 9 5 
| valuable privilege, of which they have in the 5 
F goſpel an authentic charter, ratified, ſealed, and F | 
| fworn by GOD himſelf, | 


= wont 


Bur it ſeems neceſfſary that we here examine 
what we are to underſtand by that LIBERTY 
which we claim as our right, by virtue of a Di- 
| vine grant, For though we are generally for- 


| ward to profeſs ourſelves to be its friends and ** 
6 | . » . 13 \& 
. adyocates, and the love of it is ſaid to be natural as 


te us; yet there are many who do not well un- 
derſtand what they ſay, or whereof they affirm, 
in their flouriſhes on this ſubject. Indeed, if the 
matter be duly conſidered, we ſhall have reaſon 
1 to think that none but perſons of real virtue are 
1 heartily frier dly to true liberty, or deſire the en- 
. joyment of it either for themſelves or others, 
: whatever flattering encomiums they may beſtow 
3's upon it. 55 
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| Wapn we ſpeak of liberty as our right or 
| privilege, we muſt be ſuppoſed to mean ſome- 
| thing valuable, dignifying, and deſirable 5. ſomes 
; thing which our nature and ſtate are capable of; 
ſomething which is conſiſtent with our moral 
agency, and our being under the obligations of 
law, and duty to our maker and our feltow-crea- 
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res, Henca 
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Hex it follows clearly, that human liberty 
cannot conſiſt in lawleſs licentiouſneſs, or in be- 
ing independent, and not ſubject to any authori- 
ty; or in being allowed to invade the rights of 
others; to act unreaſonably, and make ourſelves 
and our fellowy- creatures miſerable. Far be it 
from any of us to imagine that the ſtate of liber- 
ty, to which God has called us, diſſolyes the bonds 
of our duty, or confounds the eſſential differen- 
ces of right and wrong: or to entertain ſo ab- 
furd a thought as that any one can poſſibly have 
a right to do wrong: or to canceive that an ex- 
emption from the obligations of morality, and 
from ſubjection to rightful authority, would be 
any deſirable privilege, — A lawleſs perſon is the 
baſeſt, moſt odious and contemptible creature ig 
the world. « "6s | 

EveRY man is neceſſarily ſubje& to the au- 
thority of Gp. This is indeed an argument of 
our imperfection and dependent ſtate, But we 
are fo, far from having any reaſon to be uneaſy 
at it, that it is matter of jay and glorying to us 
that the Lord is our, king. And his authority 
oyęr us is ſo far from depriving us of any deſira- 
ble liberty, that it is indeed the baſis, guard and 
ſecurity of it, We therefore claim it as our right 
to be free from evecy. yoke of bondage which 
gan juſtly be accounted any grievance, becauſe 
we are the ſervants of God, who allows none to 
tyrannize or uſurp authority over any, and for- 
Sids dur ſybmitting to ſoch unauthoriſed claims. 
Kad yhgugh we are required to be ſubject to 
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1 our law ful ſuperiors in fe in church and 
1 fate, yet God requires us to yield this obedi: 
4 ence not with a ſſaviſh, but a free and libetal 
ſpirit—we are to be ſobject to the higher powers 
ia the Lord, and for the Lord's ſake, whoſe or- 
bi! dinance they are. And while we obey their 
[ jawful commands, it is our right and duty to ite 
if dio them for our abſolute maſters. For we + 
is are not the ſervants of men, but of God alone; 
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il. Ir Tſhould attempt a definhion or deſcription "i 
of liberty in general; conſidered as a'right or pri- 

1 vilege claimable by. mankind, I would ſay that 
It conſiſts in 4 perſon's being allowed to Hold, uſe 
and enſoy all bis facuities, advantages, and rights; 
according to bis 'own'jud; ment aud pleaſure, in 
ſuch ways s ate conſiſtent with the rights of 
| others, and the duty we owe to our maket and our 
i Jeltow creatures. Liberty muſt never be uſed 
1 but within the bounds of right and duty. God 
1 allows us not to hold, uſe, or enjoy any thing to 
the injury 'of any ohe, A licenſe io do wrong 
and encroach on the rights of others, is no part 
of that liberty which God Has granted us; nor 
; is it any reſtraint of our true freedom for is to 
be reſtrained by laws em wicked, unreàſonable 
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| and i injurious 4clions. . FIG a A 
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Bur that we may underſtand more re diſtinaly 


the nature and extent of our liberty under tha 
1 government of God, we may conſider ourſelves 

bel m three different ſtates—1 ſt, As individual per- 
| fens in . is called the late of ngrure, that 1 is» 
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previous to ſuch confederation as forms a Giri 
Pösbenunfty. —adly. As united and incorporat 
into a political ſociety, —3dly. As members of the 
eburch of God. — Anſwerably to theſe ſeveral 
ſtates or capacities, we may conſider that liberty 
which weclaim as our right as coming . hy, 
threefold diſtinction and denomination : fuppo- 
' fing any one to be in a ſtate of nature, he has 
> then a right to NATURAL LIBERTY : if we 
cConſider him as a member of à civil body, he 
bas a right to civIL LIBERTY ; and if a 
member of the chriſtian church, he f is entitled 
100 CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. | 


NATURAL LIBERTY a” not conf 
io an exemption from the obligations 'of mora- 
ity, and the duties of truth, rightcouſneſs any 
kindneſs to our fellow inen; nor does it 

any one a right to ſeize by force or fraud 5 
ever he may have a mind for, how much ſoever 
it may be to the damage of others ; as ſome 
have molt abſurdly taught, '' The obli gation of 
the law of God, which we are all 158 and 


as we would be done unto, does not take its 
rights are bounded and determined by the law 
will and authority of God, to love and, worſhip 


creatures, doing them all the good in our power, 
and offering no injury or abuft to any one. It is 
rhexefore no violation ot our natur: | liberty: and 
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which requires us to love our neighbour, and do 
force from human compacts. Our natural 


of nature, which binds us to be ſubje& to the 


him ; to be juſt and ' benevolent to our fellow 


% 
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Tights for us not to be allowed to do wrong, and 
1 be reſtrained by force and puniſhments, from 
invading the right and property of others. 


Bor in a tate of natural liberty, every one 
| | has a right to be exempt from ſubjection to the 772 
authority of any man. There is alſo a right to 45 
think, ſpeak, and act freely, without compulſion 
or reſtraint; and to uſe our faculties and pro- 
perty as we pleaſe, provided that none are there- 
injured, , nor the obligations of inorality in- 
Range. Liberty of conſcience is alſo the natural 
F and unalienable right of every one: A right of pry 
| Which no man can be juſtly, depriged ; which 
| can never be. forfeited, never given up to any * 
one upon earth, Our Supreme Lord allows us 
M > not to ſubject our conſciences to the authority of 
1 any but himſelf alone. If therefore any one 
FE | ſhould conſent to give up this previous branch 
i of liberty, and acknowledge any man as the Lorc 
of his conſcience,” ſuch an unwarrantable act 
would be null and void. — In a ſtate of natural 
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| liberty, men have alſo a right to form ſuch aſſoci- 
1 ations with others, and enter into ſuch confedera- 
; tions, and ſybmit to ſuch laws and conſtitutions, 
4 as ſhall be for the general good. In other words, 
they have 4 right to form into a.civil ſociety, and 
| authorize fit Pesto, to exercilc the powers of 
: government neceſſary to effectuate the good ends 
7 | | 


man to Confent 
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limits of our natural righis. 
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tio any conſtitution or compact inconſiſtent 


with his own ſafety and welfare, and that 
of his fellow men: for inflance, to authorize 
any to govern unrighteouſly and oppreſſively. 
=— The eſtabliſhing a pernicious tyranny is - 
great injury to mankind, and ſo is beyond the 
| No human laws or 
covenatits can give any authority or validity to 
an act which God difallows : and if any people 
Have been ſo imprudent and blameable as to con- 
ſent to, and put themſelves under a tyrannical 
government, they are fo fat from being bound 
in honor or conſcience to ſupport it, that it is 
their duty to overthrow and aboliſh it as ſoon 
as they can As individual perſons in a ſtate of 
natural liberty have no right or leave from God 
to make themſelves miferable, or to injure and 
oppreſs others; ſo they have no right or leave 
to join and concut with others in any meaſures 


inconſiſtent with the intereſt of mankind, And 


as no ſociety has a right to oppreſs any of its 
members, it cannot conyey to any one a right- 
ful authority to oppreſs. All tyrannical govern- 
ment is therefote an unauthorized invaſion of the 
rights of mankind; and no obedience is due to 


A JusT apprehenſion of our nataral rights 
is very uſetul and neceſſary in order to our con- 
oeiving aright the nature and extent of CIVIL 


LIBERTY, which is next to come under our 


conſideration, And we are now to view man- 


kind as united together in political ſocieties or 


© | ſtates, 


0 


„ 
a — 


( 6 | 


Rates, that ſo the united wiſdom and ſtrength 
of a community may bei employed to advantage 
for the good of the whole, and of the ſeveral 
individual members, in a conſiſtency with the 
public intereſt. RED | 
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. TBAT, the human ſpecies were formed and 
deſigned for civil union, appears from the rati-, 
onal faculties, and ſocial affeQions which God 
has given them, It appears alſo from their mo- 
ral character, and Rate, and the need they ſtand 
in of mutual aſſiſtance, in order that their rights 
and properties may be better ſecured, and enjoyed 
to greater advantage. The ſtate of nature, tho' 
attended with ſome peculiar privileges, is yet 
very unſafe, and ſubje to great and manifold 
difficulties and diſadvantages. Civil polity is 
evidently for the intereſt of mankind : and in 
a well conſtituted and regulated ſtate, ſubjection 


to civil government is no way prejudicial to true 


liberty. For though ſome of. our natural rights 
and property are, as it were, put into a common 
ſtock; under the management of the community; 
yet this is ſuppoſed to be done by our own free 
conſent, and in the prudent exerciſe of our na- 
tnral libetty. And as each one continually re- 
ceives his ſhare of the vaſt profits thence accruing 
to the community, and has his moſt important 
rights ſo ſecured and improved as: to be much 
more valuable; he is, upon the whole, a great 
gainer by all the expence he is at for the public 
ſervice, and enjoys more liberty fot the reſtraints. 
he ſubmits to. > | 
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- Na Y, lber © bel civil 5 & is \ tridently 
bor the goog of mankind, and fince no individu- 
al ought to hold his natural right of independence, 
if it ſtands in oppoſition to the general intereſt— 
it would ſeem that men's entering into civil ſoci- 
ety was a matter of duty as well as right and 
that they may be juſtly compelled to it, when 
the general intereſt ſo requites.— 


N. ow; in bvery civil body. there. muſt be a go" 
terning authority and power, to be exerciſed on 
the behalf of the community, over the ſeveral 
mem bers ordering matters of common concern 
ment for the good of the whole: and the right- 
tul authority of thoſe who are intruſted with 
powers of gobetnmenf, is the ordinance of God. 
They are — only the truſtees of the ſtate; but 
the. miniſters of GOD, who ratifies their com- 
miſſion; requiring every ſoul to be ſubject to 
them, and not reſiſt them on their peril, in the 
Kon exerCiſc of their authority, | 
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. of civil polity, i it is plain that civil liberty diviges 
into two branches, which will require ſome di- 


ſtinct notice. It includes. the j/reedom- of the 
fate conſidered as a ſyſtem or collective bedy. 


It includes alſo ibe freedom of the ſeveral parts 


or members of which the ee, is com- 
r . 


Tas Loni An adeliir of vil liberty 
"_ by a people; when th hold 1 Pau 
. allowed 
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allowed freely to exerciſe the rights, powers, wg 
prerogatives of FREY AND INDEPENDENT: 
STATES. Theſe are much the ſame with thoſe 
of an individual in the ſtate of natural liberty 
and independence; of which we have given 
ſome account: and are alike limited by the law 
of nature and of GO, who is the fovereign ot 
nations as well as of particular perſons, But it is 
to be obſerved, that free ſtates have alſo right te 
rule their own members : whereas individuals 


have no natural right which 4 2. anſwers te 
this, | 


NorwrrurAnDiiG what 12 been fo'bold- 
ly pretended by lome, of the tranſcendent au- 
thority, and omnipotency of the ſupreme civil 
power, and of thoſe who are intruſted with the 
adminiſtration of government, it is plain that 
the whole authority of a ſtate over its members 
is limited. The liberty and authority of a free 
commonwealth: to ena and execute laws and 
ordinances for the public. good, muſt be always 
underſtood with this limitation, via. bat the 
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ſacred rules of righteouſneſs are nat to be violated 


at any rate. The liberty and ſoveteignty of a 
Kate implies no right et authority to ſerve its 
own intereſt by unjuſt or immoral meaſures; 
even though ſuch dats ſhould be thoug be 
for the public advantage. It has no rightful li 
berty, under any ſuch pretence, to . — the 


laws of GOD, or the rights of any of its mem- 


bers, to oppreſs or injure any of its neighbours, 


or al the * Pats _ 1 hat common max- 
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im, ** that the ſafety and welfare of the people 
is the ſupreme law,“ how much ſoever it has 
been applauded, is, there fore, unſound morality, 
unleſs it be underſtood and applied in an invaria- 
ble agreement with that divine rule, © that evil 
is not to be done that good may come.“ Every 
man has his private, unalienable rights, particu- 
larly the right of conſcience, which he ought to 
hold and uſe without reſtraint or diſturbance 
from any human authority, There can ſcarce 
be a worſe miſtake than to think that the laws 
of morality muſt give way to ſerve any intereſt, 
whether public or private; or that all perſonal 
rights in the ſubjects are abſolutely at the diſpo- 
al of the ſupreme civil power. | 


Tus liberty of a ſtate may be violated and 
abridged ſeveral ways, It is ſo when a foreigg 
authority, to whom the ſtate owes not ſubjecti- 
pn, claims ang exerciſes a governing and con- 
trouling power over it. This is alſo the caſe 
when a part of the ſtate, without right, ſeizes. on 

the powers of goyernment, or hinders the free 

exerciſe of them; or, when thoſe who are in- 
truſted with authority, ſtretch their prerogatives 
beyond due bounds, to the enſlaving of the peo- 
ple. If the whole authority of a ſtate over its 
members: be limited, as bas been ſhewn, much 
more is the authority of rulers ſa, who have not 
the. whole authority of the ſtate put into their 
hands to be uſed by them as they pleaſe, but on- 
ly ſo much of it as is judged to be needful to fi 
them to anſwer the end of their appointment. 
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| be found neceſſary. - Ts of 
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The ſupreme civil authority remains always in 
the community at large,” whoſe will and order is 
the ſi preme law of tht fate, " And they have alt 
ways a right, when their rulers ate evicently un- 
faithful and unworthy of their truſt, to reſtrain 
them and revoke'their r powers They have a 
right to alter and teform their laws when they 
are found tò be pernicious; any law or compact 
to the contrary 'notwithſtanding:” Civil rulers 
are indeed to be conſidered as the ordinary re: 
reſentatives of the ſtare, and the laws enacted 
them as the will and law of the ſtate; when 

the contrgty does not appear : but ſurely ſuch 
Jaws ought not to ſtand in forte againſt | the ma- 
niteſt will and intereſt of the community. Fot 
a people to be ſo enſlaved, either to their ralers, 
or eyen their own laws, as not to be able to ex? 
ercife their eſſential right of lovereignty for their 
on ſafety and welfare, is as inconſiſtent with 
civil liberty,” as if they were enſlaved to an ar- 
my, or to any foreign power. Whatever form 
of government a people may chooſe to be under, 


the ſupreme civil authority remains always at- 


tached to, and diffuſed thröugh the Whole body: 
nor can they give it up without injuring and en- 
flaving themſelves, their fellow - citizens and their 
poſterity, which they have no natural ri x right to do. 
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IT is therefore a wiſe proviſion i in our hows 


of government, that an orderly way is left open, - 


and pointed out, for the ſtate to reviſe its civil 
conſtitutiòn, and make ſuch amendments as 
this vature, 
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are, not, indeed, to be attem ted for light reglong; 

ſibce hey? are always attehded with'1 inconveni= 
ence and danger. hut when the ſafety and in- 
tereſt of a people requires that ſuch alterationy 
be made, OY. have an kee of to make 


1 * 7 7 


them. 


Ming thus far confideied: the firſt g * 
branch of civil liberty, and then touched a ue 
on the rights of a free ſtate, I will now attend 
to the other branch, which includes the rights 

and privileges of che ſeveral members of a poli- 
tical Mey IN Apen INDIVIDUAL Wes 


2 work uſe his 5 Metric 40 4 Rent, to- 
gether with the civil privileges proper. to his 
ank 1 in the co monwealth, according, to his own 

Jodgmenr 77 pleaſure, in ſuch ways as are con- 

Gent with bis obligations to the Coche grid 5 

and his fellow citizens, and with the N ang | 

feaſonable laws of the ſtats, | | 


Tu order and intereſt of a civil — re- 4 
quire that there ſhould be different ranks of 
men, with difterent civil rights and privileges 4 
annexed to them ; and ſub)j E to "different re- | 
ſtrictions. Nor is the tha liberty of any rank 
intringed by this ſubordination, but rather ſecu- i 
red, improved and enjoyed by all to better ad= | 
Hoke: By But ee the — tanks i in a p mn 


> 
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tical ſyſlem may riſe one above another in 3 
long ſcale of ſubordination, yet we may conve- 
niently diſtribute them all into two general claſſ- 
[t es, viz, RULERS and SuBJEcTs. Ind-ed ina 
[7 free ſtate the right of authority and the duty cs 
ſubjection are interwoven, and, as it were, incor- 
. | porated together through the whole ſyſtem , 19 
iN that they are mutyally tempered hy each other, 
| 'They who are veſted with moſt authority ate 5 
yet fellow-ſubjefts with their interiors, Who arg 
governed by them, They are nat only alike 
ſubject to the law of GOD, but alſo to the law 
| and authority of the ſtate, whoſe miniſters they 
„ are. And the loweſt orders of men have a right» 
„ Jul ſhare in that ſovereignty or ſupreme civil 
1 power which is lodged in and diffuſed through 


16 . 


bh. the whole community 


* - 


As the boynds of civil liberty are determined 
by juſt and reaſonable civil laws, it is plain that 
L; when RU ERS are allowed freely to uſe the pow- 
5 ers committed to them for the public good, and 
1 enjoy the privileges annexed to their rank, they 
* then enjoy that civil liberty which is their righht. 
| But when they are overawed and controuled 
in the exerciſe of their rightful authority, or are 
not allowed the privileges they have a right to, 
their civil liberty is then infringed. But as ru- 
s lers have no. rightful liberty to claim and exer- 
if _ Ciſe powers to which they are not entitled by 
. Ew, or to violate the rules of righteouſneſs, or 
| J0,0ppreſs the community, or any of its mem- 
i" pers, by hindering them from h [ding and uſing 
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„ 
their juſt rights, their liberty is not infringed in 
the leaſt, if the ſtate interpoſes its ſovereign au- 
thority, when it is neceſſary to reſtrain them 
from effecting unrighteous and pernicious de- 
ſigns; which, whenever they attempt, they act 
without authority. GOD nevet gave them au- 
thority for any ſuch purpoſe: the people never 
meant to do it: they could not do it if they 
would: they had no ſuch authority to give. 


 Anp though sus jzors, as ſuch, have no 
rightful claim to the peculiar civil privileges of 
rulers, they have yet a right to civil liberty, and 
to all the privileges of citizens of their rank, un- 

leſs they have forfeited them by ſome high miſ- 
demeanor. And they may juſtly be ſaid to en- 
Joy this their right, when they are allowed the 
free uſe of their natural unalienable rights, the 
moſt important of which are, the rights of con- 
fcience ; and alſo to ſpeak and act, to uſe and 
diſpoſe of their property, to hold and enjoy eve- 
ry rightful privilege, without diſturbance or 
controul, in ſuch ways as are not injurious to 
any, of contrary to the reaſonable laws of that 
civil body of which they are metnbers. And 
though ſuch laws as lay the ſubject under need= 
leſs and burdenſome reſtraints may juſtly be ac- 
counted an abridgment of hberty, yet no one 
has any reaſon to complain that he is denied the 
liberty of a free citizen, when he is reſtrained 
by human laws and penalties, from vice and im- 
morality, and obliged to yield due obedience to 

Civil authority, and obſerve ſuch ordinances, and 
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1 
bey fuck i taxes, 28 are neceſſary for the Copa 


ee and to maintain the order, peace 
welfare of the common wealth. | 


| NA Trinket ad civil liberty j is the right of 
every man and member ot a givil community. 
ut there is yet. another branch, which belongs 
peculiarly to chriſtianz, and which we ma 
therefore fly termi, CHRIS TIAN LIBERTY. 


Tak 2c goljel does not heed e añy of EL natu- 


4 7: or civil privileges, but allows and ac- 
e them, and ratifies the right which 
chriſtians in common with others have to the 
Ame of them. But the new Covenant 00 


; the ta, grant of. ſpetial privileges, and thoſe 


iohe! importance; It calls us to, and in · 
vets as Wich the 10 glorious liberty of the chil; | 
gh of God,” 7 - The apoſtle ſgeris to have had 

peculiar privileges of chriſtians moſt directly 

in his view, when he ſaid 1 in our text, Brethren 
55 have been called to liberty. - It ſeerps there- 
re but fit that ſotne diſtinct notice ſhould be 


taken of theſe, though the time and preſent OCs 


cafion will not allow of enlargement, 


„ Tür liberty we are. called to as ria 
does ot in Se eaſure relax the obligation ws 

are un der to fabiect to the authority; and lawy 
of GOD, and. allo to ſubmit, ourſelves to thoſs 
pho, under him, haye rightful authority, whe- 
= Ono mical, political; or egoleſiaſtical. But 
e goſpel calls us to — from the bonds of 
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built the 3 power and . of the di 
vine law, and from the obligations to Ppuniſh- 
ment which ſin had laid us under, which is a moſt 
niſerable bondage. We are allo called to i- 
Bone from a ſlaviſn fubjeion to the power o 
fin, and of Satan the God of this wol ld, who 
rules in the children of diſobedience, and leads 
them captive at his will than which what fla- 
very. can he more. wretched, abject and i ignomi- 
nious ? We are called alſo to libe ty from a fla- 
viſh. ſpirit in the ſer vice of. Gob: and of one 
another; fo. that a chriſtian, is not driven. on i 
the way of his duty againſt his inclination, but 
aQs, with a cheerful, free, and i ingenuqus ſpirit, 
Where the ſpicit of the Lord is there i is liber- 
ty.” We are allo diſcharged from ſubjection to 
any maſter or did ator on earth, in matters of faith „ 
and worſhip: 3 and are to acknowledge n o law- 
giver to the church but Chriſt alone, W. have 
liberty to uſe the ordinances inſtituted by Chriſt 
for the edification of his church, and to have 
Sara een with r and his ſaints-in ems 
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ing Bertof bob ering be of f groan uſe to 

: and at this day in particular; it may ſeem to 
be a matter which needs to be confidered with 
ſore ſpecial attention. In tbe next plare, I am 
to ſhew * that we have been called to liberty.“ 
It belongs to us by virtue of a divine grant we 
claim it as our Aide 4 and; bleſſed be GOD; 
we hold and enjoy it as Cr INHERITANCE. 
The expreſſion ye have been called to liberty,“ 
may be taken both ways, and may ſignify eithet 
that GOD has given us'a-right to liderty, of 
tat he has given the poſeion and uſe of this 
rig . In the former ſenſe, he calls us to liber- 
27. deelaring to ns that it is bis will that we 
be 1 and requiring us to aſſert and maintain 
our right. - In ho latter ſenſe, he calls us to lis 
berty, when he gives us the poſſeſſion of it, and 
breaks thote yokes of N bien Tha been 
impoſed upon _ 7. 


Thar God has el to Sion Nonr ef it 
beny; that he allows us to claim and maintain 
It, apainſt all who would bring us into bondage; 
that he favors the glorious cauſe, and would 
have us ſtand up for it, is evident from the 
Aigbt of nature, and from the WOW" 15 nen 
vevelarion. 5 


_ Tug light of our own REASON and con- 
seixxdz, that © capdle of the Lord“ which 
he hath put within us, makes it plain that we 


1321 


F * 0 
: long 


> — —— 


L 27 1] 


lang and ſubtle trains of reaſoning i in the. caſe. 
We appeal to the moral ſenſe, the inward feel- 
125 and 3; Hi ev of every honeſt, heart. 
Can it be, right that men, made in the 1 image of 
God ale be ſlaves ? That fellow ſervants of 


the ſame. Lord ſhould uſurp and tyrannize over 


one anather ? Are not the pretences urged. to 
juſtify ſuch uſurpation ſo weak, ſo pitiful, ſo un 
ait, that it is a painful exerciſe of patience to a 
man of reaſon and virtue, and generous feelings, 
to have his underſtanding and heart affronted, 


and harrowed with them? It is true, the intè- 


. reſts of ſociety require ſubordination ; but this 

depriyes none of liberty, but helps all to enjoy 
it better. Jn ſhort, if equity, requires us to do 
| to others as we would that they zould do to us ; 


if the plaineſt and ſureſt dickates of our reaſon h 
are to be believed ; ; if the law of nature be of 


lorce, then liberty is our right ; and conſequent- 
y it is the will of God that we be free. Nor is it 
| ak to determine, whethec the injuſtice of thoſe 
who would put a yoke of bondage on their bre- 


thren, or the meanneſs of thoſe who would | 


tamely ſtoop to take it an, be the greater ; [Ce 
e to human nature. 


— 


Ir we. now turn our eye to the oracles of 


pivINE REVSELATIoN, WE ſhall find clear and 


' manifold evidence that God approves and favors 
the cauſe of liberty, and that tyranny is moſt 


offenſive to him This appears in bis delivering 
the Kraclites from a ſtate of miſerable bondage, 
and Pani + their oppreſſors with a mighty 
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hind, and firetched-out arm. It; aþpears i in thy 
ws and form of government he pave them ; 


whereby liberty ald property 8 ſecured 0 


every one.” It appears in the awful 'threathings 


denounced by the prophets againſt the enſjavers 


and oppreſſors of mankind ; and which have 
r terribly executed. It ap Yeats in the Whole 

rain, ſpirit, and tendency' of the docttipe and 
religion taught ang ihculcaied 'threughout the 
'Jcriptures ; which is to promote the” radtice of 
goodneſs, tighicouſneſs and truth, with all other. 


divine and ſocial virtyes ; and to diſſuade men 


— 


from all acts of injuſtice or unkindnels, wheteby 


þ the rights or pete of any mig oh be 1 violated. 
It appears further, from expreſs 

© exhortations'to chriſtiaiis, that they ſtand faſt in 
5 their liberty, and be not entangled with a yoke 
of bondage ; nor be the ſervants of men; Lade 
call any man maſter upon earth; r exerciſe 
| Jordly dominion” over one anotter. "F; 
appears from the Example of Chriſt, and the apo- 


irections and 


inally, it 
ſtles, Prophets, and holy men, "whoſe charaQters 


and conduct are recorded” for dur Imitation; 
| Who ſpoke and acted with the moſt ingeriuous 

freedom, and moſt reverſe to à baſe ſervile ſpirit, 
Theſe bints might be 'copiouſly illuſtrated from 
the ſcriptures, * which might be both nk 
and entertaining. But I muſt wave it.— 


1 


70 ; SITY 


BvT{thie calb te liberty, which we are * 


onſddering, my * ande to "IPO God's 
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giving us the ACTUAL voss gsston of, as wel 
ds a r7pbt to this invaluable privilege. And here 
this divine goodnels deſer yes our gratetul notice, 
that, through the kind and wonderful diſpoſals 
of providence, mankind enjoy ſo much liberty. 


For though it is a melancholy truth that there is 
much tyranny and oppreſſion in the world, and 


all are more or leſs entangled with yokes of bon- 


Gage in ſome kind,” and are not ſo free as they 
ought to be ; rb muſt alſo be acknowledged, 


that as every degree of liberty which men enjoy, 
2 eee. a ; Ran, . e 
is the gift of God, fo there are none but have a 


' ſhare of this ſweet” bleſſing : and indeed the 


; a 


re art enjoy confiderable degrees of it.— 


otwithſtanding the deſpotic claims of tyrants, 


Fre ſee that their penicjous and oppreſſive power 


f 


' 
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friendly to it. 
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zs reſtrained by God in ways inhumerable. Theſe 
fierce beaſts are chained, their horns are ſhort- 
ned, their mouths muzzled, and they are divert- 


ed from their purpoſes. By this means men 
often enjoy no ſmall ſhare of liberty, even * 
thoſe forms of government which are moſt un- 


I is, however, to be obferved, that as God 
has a ſovereign right to deal out his own gifts in 


what meaſure and proportion he pleaſes, ſo he 
calls different men to different kinds and degrees 
of liberty, Though the natural 7:igbts of men 


: 


may, in general, ſeem much alike, they being, 


in this reſpect, all REER and EL; yet 


it is in different degrees that they are permitted 


N ne 
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ie ple them. Accofding to'the differers civil 


conſtitutions 
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onſtitutions which men are under, their civil li- 
1 4 is larger, or more reſtrifted,—And, indeed, 
under every Pore of government it is necellary 
"that ſome ranks an ddepompinarions of men ſhould 

e allowed Pore, ample civil privileges than o- 


"Thers. And as 10 brifliay Pherfy. this is the 
| peculiar F. PR and privilege of the diſciples of 
At 

tter. And t hough all chriſt ians are free i in- 
5 and are by the ſpecial ſees of GOD, enti- 
10 his 111 kingdom ; yet all do not enjoy 
nb Pele i in 1 meaſure : nor is 147 liberty of any 
ee by 15 power of ſin and Sa- 

wi boy the men and things of the world. It 
e cl clogs ; and our 85 to the glorious liberty 
175 55 ren, ae — 50 „ will, lathe braealy 
"As jt is a great e to a NET when 
pM civil conſtitution and laws are favorable 
: haps no part of .the world more happy, in this 
1 0 than theſe United States, or that have 
Fon and enjoyment of ebe degree of Werthe 

ve haye been. 

ald ſeem 100 long, . abſtruſe, and-ſpeculatiye, 

vill dee 9 E e 7 

| ing 


no o 124. ave any {or portion in this 
"tied and admitted to the | 00 and privileges 
1s world ; but is more or leis entan- 
Wed. an 22 
however, 5 dually work itſelf clear of all 
Ba, haye da leds. 
to civil and religious liberty; ſo there is per- 
called by Divine Providence to the poſſeſ- 
"Is what Jas been offers under this firſt 3 
20013435, 
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| Being ſhorter, plainer, and more priftical k in 
| vu remains. 


Ou scon l tent is, « That 2 ˙ 271-27) 
they who are called to liberty | ſhoald: be careful 9 4 
not to abuſe it for an occafion tb the fleſh.”* | 
They ſhould not run wild becauſe they are free; 
or take encouragement to indulge themſelves in 
a lawleſs and licentious temper and practice. 


Ir is a great evidence of the weakneſs and 
folly of men that they, in general, tan no better | 
hog that ſtate of freedom to which they are cal- = 
led; and when they have ſuch a priee in theif 
hands, they ſo ſeldom uſe it wiſely and ſoberly, 
and to advantage. Their luſts and paſſions are 
ready to break out into wild exceſſes' when they 
find themſelves free from ' outward reſtraints, 
The apoſtle, well aware of this danger, bas left 
this cattion in the tet, uſe not liberty for an 

occaſion to the fleſh,” "Api St. Peter alſo ſpeaks 

to the ſame effect; As free but not SW 
your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs.” We 

are pleaſed with the thought of being free; but 

bo often do we ſhew 3 ; mu 

bh htly to ove our priv 7 n we 

| — 45 hr into 8 what wild 

W do we often ſteer | When we find our- 

ſelves at liberty to direct our ſteps; bow _ 

are we to turn aſide into crooked' paths ! 


W cannot Ke be too much on our 
grad againit thels licentions «buſes 2 for, bus, 
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dur lisblenels thereto; TÞ ſhawld . be cohſidered 


that zhey are highly criminal. When we make 
an ill uſe of liberty, we ſhew ourſelves moſt un- 


| worthy to have it, and deſerve to have our talent 


taken from us. It is ungrateful to GOD, and 
injurious and uncharitable to men. It turns our 


glory into ſhame, and expaſes to reproach that 
perfect law of liberty 10 E we en to bo 


4 


1-1Taz abufe of liberty Lis after it alſs a train 


of the worſt konſeguenc es. It is, we may lay; 
«the root of all evil.” It makes our privileges 


| become our grievances,” and turns our bleſſiags 


into curfes: yea, it deſtroys liberty itſelf, and is 
an inlet to tyranny and flavery. True liberty is 
a tender thing: it languiſhes and: dies under li- 
eentibus abuſes. Rulers, by abuſing their liber: 
ty, betray their truſt and their authority dege- 

merates into tyranny. And when ſubjecis abuſe 


their privileges, and become diſorderly, ungo- 


vernable, undutiful, faftious, and W rn; 
their ſocial union is greatly: weakened, and they 
fuffer the worſt effects of | flavery; while the7 
have only. an empty ſhadow of freedonr.: It is 


true virtùe, and reſigion, and ſubjection to the 


Jaws and ordinances of GOD, that cad only pre- 
ſerve the liberty of any people. Without this, 
declarations of rights and forms of government 
ate vain: And J know not whether it be nat 


better tor a licentious people to be under a deſ- 
potie govetniment' than an other. Such à peo- 


ble may welk expect to come under ſuch.a.g9- 
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Nracdent a. as the natoral and * eff: of it 


vices—Thus it bete Ve fratliies” as the 
een forewarnec : That if They, mou kn? 5 not 
erve the Lord t ey. ſhould ſery; eir enemies} 
who would puta yoke of iron on their necks. 


No ies prejudictal i is the abufe of gl 
ne to the ſpiritual 
Church. From this ſource 1 an inundation ot 
in nfidelity, and. nanifold corruption: in dre 
Jiſcix line! worſhip; and practice, with moſt un 
charitable Sober hee and ſchiſms; hade ilued; 
Which have made terrible havock in God's he- 
tage. Hence Böt 1 muſt leave it to my hears 
er5 to parſye e theſe reflections. The evils fow= 
ing from t is ſonree are ſo many, that it i is ins 
poll to give a detail of mm? | 


For the like teat Fan only get 6 op 
dor and general hints, reſpottthg 


Laßt in which ve might. be in danger of a — 
© liberty ; 4, pre K. 30700 of er 
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to the encouragement of vice, or hurtful errors ; 


to the detriment ot the commonwealth ; or to 
the injury, grievance, ar ſcandal of any one. 
Liberty of con/cience muſt not be abuſed into 4 
pretence for neglecting religious worſhip, pro 
phaning God's ſabbaths and ordinances, or refu- 
Ang to do our part for the ſuppor t of government 
and the means of religious inſtruction., In a 
word. —as we would avoid the abuſe of liberty, 
let us all take heed that we ule it not irreligiouſlys 
by tranſgrefſing God's commands, or hy neglec- 
nr his e e and ee 
or undutifully, by refuſing due honor and ſub- 
jection to rightful authority, in families, ch urchey 
or. commonwealth : nor | injarioufly,, unkindlyy 
and uncharttably,.to the wrong, the damage, the 
grief and offence of our brethren .: nor, inordi- 


xately, exceeding the bounds of moderation, ſo- 


briety and expediency, even in things that are in 


themſelves la ful. wnnng ba 
Nen ig 295 e e eee 0 145 N . 

As a preſervative from theſe, and all other as 
Hules, let it. be out care thoroughly to imbibe the 


** 
899 
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Kilt of the goſpel, Libs perfect lan of Ibet. 


$5,” and Have opr ſentimenis, our termper, and 
manners, formed by its divine dpftrines and tules. 
Let vs cheri(h in our hearts. the feat and Joys of 
God, with that beneyolence. and charity which 
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x fulfilling of tbe law, and which on y can 
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F-Qually, correct the inordinacy of thoſe* Ji 


be Lions which arc the malignant root of theſe | 


gbules. ; Ang,ta.08;n0 mpre, ler ie be aur care 
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of c our liberty, and of our duty, in theit donde 
tion and conſiſtency with each other; and that 
our freedom can no other wiſe be maintained and 
exerciſed, ſo as to be any real privilege, than 
by our being the ſervants of God, ang © 60 71 Tove 
ferving one {nothing FS 1 
| ene e 207 
Tuts was the TIN D PornT® <comtalned in our 
text, viz.— That it is our duty, and no infringe- 
ment of our liberty, to ſerve one another in hve. 
Though God has made us free, yet it is no diſ- 
paragement to be, in a liberal ſenſe, ſervants*to 
ach other: nay, it is our honor to be ſo—this 
gives true dignity to men of the higheſt rank. 
Art ig a very honorable character given to David, 
'A great and excellent King, that he'seRveD' his 


i greafer King, even David's Lord, and the heir of 
"All things, when he aſſumed our fleſh, and dwelt 
amoßg us, © came to miniſter, and 6 was with 
us as one that ſeryeth.”** We ought, as the apaſ- 
tle directs, to © be all 57 us ſubject one to ano- 
ther.“ Nulers, as has been obſerved, are all of 


them rstioh $UBFECTs with other membersof 


t the civil body, and hold their authority under 
_ the fate. They who exerciſe the higheſt ordi- 
nary powers of government do it as the fruſtees 
And ſer bants of the people; and it is their duty 


to fer ve the Commonwealth faithfully, and not 


0 tyrannize over any. And it is no leſs the duty 


of every one, whatever his rank may be, to per- 


"form the ſervices propoly incumbeat on him, 
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ubjection was conſidered at large upon th 
e of ihis ra I 18 fats iche 


\ et” 
— . 
ken | t E 769 
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120 1 is gne 9 however, « our text lug 
teſts; relative 5 the mutual ſervice requlted of 
ds, which ſhould not be paſſed c over unnoticed : : 
and that .is the principle by.wh hich b we are, tpere⸗ 
4a to be moved and aduatedꝰ Y LoyE ſer vt 
one anot ber. Loye muſt he =— vital ſpring. io 
put every member of the body ia motion, and 
Let the whole ſyſtem at ke in a circulati jon o. 
lervices, dtd t "he they Wil] Roy rat | 
Moſt freely when we are pro p 
we have a fincere-and warm a 
ther, our ſervices: will not F vi 
Haviſh' reluctance, but ip 5 0 full ped 
libeny. A ruler, or a ſubject, who 1 » of a ry 
pblic ſpirit, who tenders the intereſt of his fel 
5 citiaens, and  ſyinpathiges v with. them i in their 
"op and ſorrows, Will tejoice in an oppotturity 


ſerving them; nor Will Srudge the, ba paint 
a Ys, 1 


”" I 


it coſts him. Love makey: derbe e 
| Jant and free g. and be never 20 0 his 1 


more to his on by ion, than, when, Lol: 
moſt engaged/i in the { orice of ot hi e % 
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1 7 J 
he has called F liberty, He baß not 


4 y given us a right to natural and civil liberty 
10 common with others of our fellow i men, bot 
has alſo. given us the FC on of this invaluable 
'blefi Ming, and that jn cha degree as s few in, th Q 
world are favored with, - lt is an appinels al- 
mol peculiar ta theſe nited States, for an e 
| ligbtneg cople. to have hs, opportunity of Ih. 
perately 7 6 freely chookog e plan # 
_— er under w ich. they are to live, \nd 
thou ugh we, do. not 11 5 to ay. that there 1 is 
ph amiſs, or « defeftive in WE ci conſtity- 
£ ; [8 45, the prefggative of 9d, alone to 
aye 1 5 Work php 4 055 yet 15 Fa DA Nur 
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dom an 


04. 798 not to. 7 9 Þ ek bal 0 the WII 


1 of Be: > "who had i the chief 
Band in denne ork, Be- 
ides the am mple 15 yes priv leges which are ſecured 
. to all orders of « citizens, WE; rejoice 10 Kd. (hat 
by right of enlaving our r fellow men i is zbſolul 
y diſclaimed. That inhuman, Hooſier SLA- 
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a eng eee 1 


1 us., 50 you 


"Aro conſcience a 8 1. matters of, reſigio 
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wents by buman laws, which have done fa 
müch hurt in the world. Every one is now 
folly at liberty to worſhip GOD in the way 
| Which he judges to be moſt acceptable to him, 
while he demeans bimlelf as a good citizen. Nor 
| ſhould we forget our chriſtian privileges in ha- 
ving the ordinances of the golpel adminiſtred 
among us, which we may with all freedem at- 
tend upon for our ſpiritual edification, if it be 
not our own fault. Add to this the ſovereignty 
and prerogatives of FREE AND INDEPENDENT: 
'STATEs, which at length are acknowledged and 
. folemnly. recognized, as belonging to bs. How: 
much reaſon have we to account ourſelves hap 
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py that our lot has fallen to us in pleaſant Place, 
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accommodate the 
words 
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1 « peat of too g 
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words of Solomon; ** She is more Yreci 
than the rubies 3 and all the chings thou can 
deſire are not to be 585 to her. Lene th 


« of days are in her right 
it are rickies and hon. | Her ways are 29 Fl 
« pleaſantneſs, and all her paths ate ace. 
11 is a tte of life to them ih lay h 10 pon HR 3 
te and happy is every one. that ketaigeh her,” 


We have done ourſelves great and laſting honor 
dy out brave, vigorous, and, by the. blelſi ing of 


GOD, ſucceſsful and effeckual defence of our ci- 


vil liberty.” Though in reſpect” of right, we 


were free born, as every man is; yet it is with a 
great ſum that we have obtained the poſſeffion 
of chis our inheritance, clear of the incumbrance 


of being dependent on, and ſubje& to the con- 


troul of foreign power. To ſecure the continu- 
ed enjoyment of the prize which has been won 


with ſo much expence of blood and treaſure, is 


ſurely an obje& worthy of the attention of eve- 


ry one. And we can do nothing better for this 


rpoſe than to make it our moſt ſerious care to 


ble our liberty aright, that is, piouſly, equitably, 


e and LET and that we ns it 
hot For gn bean bo the fleſh, = 15 


Tunis « aution ee the bats & berry. 


oh to ſink deep into out hearts; for here 
lems! to be out greateſt danger. Our conduct 
hf e time when attempts were made to wiel 

rivileges from us, is a witneſs for us, that 
kance” of them. 
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Ovn 1 RULERS will conſider thaw: 
4 as, under God, the guardians of this PRE- 
C10US DEPOSITUM,,. which divine providence 


has put info our hands. In this light we view 


them, and not with an evil eye of malignant 
jealouſy, as thaſe who would willingly rob the 
commonweuth of i its crown, or ſteal the jewels 
out of it; that i is, abridge our privileges, to ex- 
tend their own prerogatives,, As the places of 
bigheſt, authority are diſpoſed. of by the free ſuf 
—— of the people, they are to be confidered as 


marks of great confidence in the wiſdom and fi- 


delity of thoſe, whom they call to fill them 3 
and as public teſtimonies to their merit. Nor 
- will they take it amiſs to be ſtiled the Jervants 
/ the people; but will accept the title as it is 
meant, far a title of diſtinguiſhed. honor, For 
it holds equally true in a free common wealth as 
in the church, that He. who is denten moſt 
eminently ſervant of all.” 


* WE * Sat dencg | fo our An fathers, that 
| the upright and faithful endeavours will not he 
wanting to, ſecure and perpetuate the bleſſings of 
"pL and liberty, which God hath given us, and 

romote the true interett of this people 1 

that their integrity will reſerve them and 
us. While the mealures n rig -hteouſneſs are 
bee oblet ved in their e we 
doübt not, but that they will, by the bleſſing of 
» God, be crowned with good ſucceſs, ** Unto 
the vpright ariſeth light in the darkneſs,” to 
_ Tired, cheer, and comfort them, in their greateſt 


M7 % —_— > 4 


8 F 8 5 difcultics ; 


. 


difficulties and ſtraits. It is © by righteoufrieſs* 
that the throne of government > eſtabliſhed, 
and the nation is exalted.“ And indeed the 
grand ſecret of political wildoas is to _ 
@ ſteady, thorough and untainted integrity : 
ſecret hidden from thoſe ſerpentihe Panter, 
ho think it neceſſary to turn aſide into erooked 
paths to compaſs their deſigns. Unfair attifices 
and intrigues may ſometimes anſwer” a preſent 
turn; but they do more burt than good: _ 
breed worſe diſtempers than they remedy 
prevent. Whatever deſigus cannot be teck 
by fair meaſures, had better not be carried at all. 
God wilt curfe that policy which ſets the rules 
of righteouſneſs at defiance, IF this ſentiment 
ſhould be aſcribed to the Gmplicity of one who 
is unexperienced in the affairs of the world, it 
may be confirmed by the atteſtation of the creat! 
HARRINGTON, who ſays,:** That the pretend 
ed depth and difficulty in matters of ſtate is- 
&«- a mere cheat. From the beginning of the 
„ world to this day you never found a com- 

* monwealth where the leaders having honeſty: 
* enough wanted {kill enough to lead her to her 
: © true: lee, at home and abroad.“ Ahd,, 
that I may not ſeem to have gone beyond my 
- own line, a yet greater authority may be addu- 
ced; even that ot the wile and inſpired king: 
Sor orion, who ſays, “ He that walketh up- 
«rightly walketh ſurely; and the — of 
8 the upright ſhall * 
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AGs for chat LE whoſe rulers think it 
can be good policy to break over the ſacred rules 


of juſtice, We hope in God that the conduct of 


our public affairs will never fall into the hands 
of how who are given up to ſuch an awful infa- 
tuation. If indeed we could perſuade ourſelves 
that the world was governed by chance, ſach a 
Kri adherence to theſe rules might not ſeem 
needful, or fit to be infiſted on. But under the 
government of a righteous GOD, we may be 
ure that untighteous meaſures can never be for 
the true intereſt of a people. It is the bleſſing 
of GOD that muſt render the means ſucceſsful 
we make uſe of to anſwer our ends. What 
madneſs chen muſt be in their hearts who ima- 
gine that GOD will annex a bleſſing to the pre- 
Aumptuous tranſgreſſion of his own laws !—lt is 


ordered indeed for the trial and diſcipline of vir- 


aue, that it ſhould -ſorpetimes have to ſtruggle 
with great difficultics and o ppoſition, which 
might be avoided if we would * Yo our integri- 
ay 2 but the ayoiding theſe difficulties in this 
way, will, without fail, run us into much worſe 
ones. The advantages of unrighteouſneſs are 


dearly bought. If our country, nay, if the 


| world can no otherwiſe be preſerved than by vi- 


olating the rules of truth and righteouſneſs, I. 


THE NAME or ALL THAT Is SACRED LET 
Ir SINK. | But while the throne of GOD ſtands 
-unſhakeo, we may truſt in him, and pot fear 


that we ſhall ever be loſers by our . 4 


| ene to his laws. 
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Tuna corrupt craft, and thoſe canning con- 
ttivances, which politicians have often had re: 
Eourſe to in ſtate affairs, When they were reſol- 
ved to carry a favorite point at any rate, have 
been the diſgrace of policy, and the peſt of 
Rates, "They who torn aſide into theſe crooked 
ways, will ſoon find themſelves in a perfect la- 
byrinth. Tricking will ſoon ſink a man's cre- 
dit and reputation, and loſe him the confidence 
of mankind, which is of the utmoſt importance 
in order to a ſucceſsful profecution of deſigns of 
public concernment. Unfair artifices are an inſujt 
upon the moral government of GOD, who knows 
how to take the'wiſe in' their own craftineſs. and 
turn to fooliſhneſs the counſels of the Ahitophels, 
who applaud themſelves moſt in their {kill and 
addreſs, * 4 % Meine 4⁰ 38) $ r VIP | 
Ix may well diſcourage wiſe oþſervers from 
attempting to promote the public intereſt by ini? 
quity, that ſuch attempts are conſtantly found to 
be of unhappy and pet nicious conſequente. The 
laws by which GOD governs the world muſt be 
quite alteted; the courſe' of nature muſt be te- 
verſed, before it can reaſonably be hoped that 
unrighteous ſchemes will operate for the real ad- 
vantage of a people. And it is the fervent wiſh 
of thoſe who have the true intereſt of their coun- 
try moſt 'at heart, that there may be a full and 
fair experiment made what effect a ſtrictly righ- 
teous and equitable adminiſtration of government 
will have upon the national intereſt. And they 


have raiſed expectations, that in that caſe we 
W „ %% OE TEND, Mould 
De 62 3 
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ſhould Den ke our public affairs in a 4, ſituation 
much to our ſatisfa Aion and honor, and the ho- 

nor of virtuous polioy, which would: appear in 
its proper dignity" after fuch's triumph over its 
intriguing rival. The eyes of the world are turn- 


ed to obſerve our conduct at this important pe- 
riod, which will be likely to fix the ſtamp of ho- 


nor, or the brand of infamy, on our national charac- 
ter. We hope obr* rulets will not be leſs tender 
of the honor of the commonwealth than of their 
own, or that of their families: and that they will 
not give occaſion to any to apply to them what 
has been obfefved by ſome, ** That: ſuch deeds 
have been often.done by bodies or communi- 


t ties of” men, as moſt of the (individuals of 
ke which ſuch comtunit ies coniſted. acting ſe- 


e parately, would have been aſhamed of.” And 
it is alſo to be remembered (which ought much 
- more to move us) that the eye of the great 


King or NarTtons is upon us to obſerve whe- 


ther we will be obedient to his laws: and he 


is, as it were, ſaying to us in the words of the 


rophet, © Prove ine now herewith, Whether 1 
„ Will not open you the windows of hcaveb, 
* and pour you out a Ons. £4 22 1 


1855 for thoſe ho! ſneer at righteous policy, 


| integrity and public ſpiritedneſs, and who repre- 
ent all men as being ' alike perfectly ſelfiſn, 1 


' ſhalt only ſay, that if the picture of mankind 


- which they give us was taken from their own 
hearts, we will not difpute their ſkill. in draw- 


but will own it ma be a ſtriking, — 
* £ ſhock ing 


wer is 


. 


— 
a wm mY 2 
— 


8s every honeſt man does, that there is * 


pence, 


allo hoped that the freedom of ſpee 


| thought necdful, or if any expreſſions ſhould 
ſeem too warm of bold, they will 1 hope, be 
candidly imputed to an honeſt zeal for public 


I & ] 


ſhockipg likeneſs of the petſons who ſat for jt. 
But let them go—My honorable hearers know, 


* 


thing in the world as integrity, and virtue, an 
public ſpitit, and that it js no hypocritical pre» 


be Z 


As rightequſneſs is the root and baſis of li- 
berty, 1 have not, I hope, wandered from my 


ſubject in inculcating a due regard thereto ig 


the adminiſtration of government, And it is 
ed th eedom « ch which 
bas been uſed oh this occaſion, (a freedom which 


the preſence of thoſe before whom it has been ta- 


ken, has ng tendency to check, but rather toioſpire 


and animate,) will not be deemed an abuſe of 


7 
. 


liberty. But it more has been ſaid than may be 


*3.% 


any expreſſions ſhould 


virtue, and for the liberty, the intereſt, and the 


honor of my dear country; and to an earneſt 
and inexpreſſiple deſire that this vaſt political 
ſtructure, which to the wonder of the world 
bas roſe ſo ſnddenly as a temple of liberty in 


NorTau-AMERICA, the building of which has 
been carried on ſo far with ſuch happy ſucceſs, 


may receive the finiſhing touch to the utmoſt ad- 
adxantage, and may ſtand as a glorious and laſ- 
ing MONUMENT to the honor of thoſe by whom, 
under God, it has been ercfted ;—a monument 
far more grand and magnificent than MAusoLE- 
PMs, PYRAMIDS, Of TRIUMPHAL ARCHES. 


: p * 
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Fur preſent ſtate of our affairs is ſuch as call 
for the utmoſt attention of our civil rulers, and 
affords them uncommon opportunities for ſer- 
vices of the moſt important kind. It is, I think, 
needleſs, and might ſeem preſurnptous, for me 
to go into a detail of thoſe objects which claim 
their ſpecial attention: their own more * pe- 
netrating, and eomprehenſive views, will readily 
fuggeſt the vaſtneis of their truſt, in having the 
care of the liberties! and properties, the religion 
and morals; the means of education and literary 
improvement, of this people; beſides ſuch regu- 
lations as are neceſſary to maintain and ſtrength= 
en that connection between the ſeveral parts of 
this united ſyſtem of ſtates, which is of ſo much 
importance to the welfare of the whole, We 
' are not inſenſible of the difficulties they have to 
ſtruggle with, and fympathize with them on 
that account. Bat thefe ſhould rather animate 
than diſcourage them, Tuts Anz THE TRI- 
AI AND PROOFS OF VIRTUE, Whereby it is 
_ diſtinguiſhed from .counterfeit pretences, and is 
found unto praiſe, and honor, and glory. If they 
are faithful they may expect to difpleaſe ſome : 
but they will have the applauſe. of theic own 
conſciences, and of the beſt friends of their coun- 
try: their children will riſe up and call them 
bieſſed, and GOD himſelf will think on them for 
good. The armour of. light” will repel the 
darts of calumny which may be thrown at them. 
They will only need to ſtand forth in open day. 
The light will render them invulnerable; and 
cheir being known will be their 1 
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60 forbid 1 any of os ſhould be back- 
ward to ſupport them in their faithful endea- 
vours; ar that we: ſhould ceaſe to pray for, them, 
that GOD would; be with them: that their 
hearts may be! encouraged, and their hands 
ſtrengthened, with a double portion of his ſpi- 
tit: that they may be inſpired with the wiſdom, 
Integrity, fortitude, and unfainting reſolution ne- 
ceſſary to pe and accompliſh their deſigns 
-for he public good. We: with them a n 
% from the,, houſe of the Lord ; yea, we > ial 


* 4 them! in the name of the Lord. qo. 
3 a1 N 1 4 1 


Tui day may ot be accounted che Jay of 


the: gladneſs of our hearts. We enjoy, at — 
the bleſfings of peace and liberty: — hleſſings, 
Tot which, ſaints, now . with God, have eac- 


neſtlj prayed. heroes, of glorious. memory, haye 


fou rhe and-bled—and- patriots. have worn out 
„eee with cate, travail and exertion, The 
joy of reaping the harveſt, Which has been ſown 
and watered with ſo much tears and blood, is 
reſerved for us. This day, UTE ANMERRI- 
c ſees the iſſue and fruit of her travailing 


- throes, and is ſatisfied-: The ſight of | ſo, ſweet 
and lovely a bitth, comforts 1d eee hers 


- er het Ne labor. $5531 41009 


's 7% of wa 11 45 : 1 5.403 a 
"Tay day, * haye, the BAER to ſee qur 


„ohenngA Wen even the legiſlative aſſembly 


. of the commonwealth, eſtabliſhed before the 
 Lord—our NoBL ES from among! ourſelyes—and 


„ 


* eee cn from, the midſt ot 
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es 


be exerted with all freedom and firtnneſs 1 
good of the people, whenever it ſhall be need- 
Jul. It is, we doubt not, his fincere aim'to im- 
"prove toſs tajens with which GOD ka lar 
[et ham, "I promoting rh te lee 8 
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bs. We view this auguſt body as repreſenting 
the whole republic, veſted with its majeſty and 
authority; the diſtin. branches of which u- 
nite and concentre in the Govt RNcR, the com- 


mon repreſentative-.of the whole ſtate. As his 
ExCELLENCY and his Ho xoR are here preſent, 


it would ſeem ſcarce decent for us to give them 


their due encomium, or to expreſs freely how 
worthy we. eſteem them of that pre-eminence to 


which they are advanced ; but their continued 
and often repeated election to the highelt ſeats 


in the Commonwealth, ſpeaks louder and more 


_ * fignificantly than words can, the peculiar eſteem 
and confidence of the people, and in ſuch a way 
as leaves no ſuſpicion of flattery, 


N , * — * - 


Wr regard his EXcELLENCY in particular, as 


powers we conſider as-a wiſe e for our, 
ſecurity againſt the pernicious effects of that nar- 
tow, policy which may prompt fone to aim at 
ſerving their own particular connections in ways 
* prejudicial to the general intereſt, or injurious to 
other parts of the ſtate—Nor do we wiſh that 
the due exerciſe of theſe powers and prerogatives 


ſhould be 1 or diſcouraged ; but that they 


alt freedom arid firmneſs for the 


— _— 
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the Commonwealth, and of the United States. 


May he have the ſublime ſatisfaction of ſeeing 


the accompliſhment of his wiſhes, and the ſuc- 


ceſs of his endeavours, to ſerve his generation.— 


And the honorable Councir will, we truſt, be 


always ready to aihſt and co-operate in theſe ar- 
duous and important ſervices, with their wiſe, 
upright, and faithful advice, 4 85 


Tux honerable SENaToRs and RE RESE N. 
TATIVES of the Commonwealth, who ſuſtain 
and exerciſe ſo great a ſhare of its authority, and 
in whom the people repoſe fo much confidence, 
will not take it amiſs to be reminded of the ex- 
pectations and juſt claims of the State, that its 
intereſts be faithtully attended to and purſued by 


1bem, not only in the elections of this day, but 
jn all other matters on which they may afterwards 


have occaſion to act. Their views will be as 
extenſive as the field of ſervice they have before 


them; and not only the intereſts of their par- 
1icular conſtituents, but that of the whole Com- 

monwealth, yea, of the whole United States, will 
be duly regarded in their deliberations and re- 


ſolves—liberality of ſentiment, love to their coun- 
try, a truly public ſpirit, with untainted, unſhaken 


Integrity, will give dignity to their proceedings, and 
throw light upon their paths: whether they con- 


ſider themſelves as the miniſters of God, or the 
truſtees of the people, they can no otherwiſe ſup- 
port the dignity of their character, or anſwer the 


5 expectations of, God and man, than by a 


5 — — — — — — 


NOT. 
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nor ſhould it be forgotten that all mankind of 
what ever rank, muſt another day ſtand before 
an impartial tribunal, where an account will bg 

taken how every talent has been improved, an 
a recompence will be adjudged to every one ac- 
cording as his work ſhall be. Happy then will 
he be beyond expreſſion, who has maintained 
his integrity in a corrupt and enſnaring world; 
who has kept “a confcience void of offence to- 
wards GOD and towards man;“ who can hold 
up his face before the Judge and ſay, Remem- 
4 ber, O Lord, how I have walked before thee. 
it in truth, and with a perfect heart ;*” and who 
will receive from him an anſwer ot acquittance 

and approbation, Well done good and faith- 
1 ful tervant, enter into the joy ot thy Lord,” 


4 


Wirt this grave and venerable audience bear 
with me while I add one reflection of general 
concernment z—that if we would enjoy true li- 
berty, we muſt not only maintain our civil pri- 
vileges, and guard againſt a licentious and mali- 
* cious abuſe of them, but it is above all thin 
neceſſary that we be delivered by GOD's ſpecial 
grace from the bondage of guilt, and the ſlavery 
and ſervice of ſin and Satan, and that we be call- 
ed effectually to the ſpiritual freedom of the chil- 
dren of GOD, Little reaſon ſhall we have to 


boaſt of liberty, or bleſs ourſelves in our external” 


privileges, if we are the ignominious ſervants of 
corruption, This ſpiritual liberty, Chriſt has 
obtained for all his true diſciples : and it can no 
otherwiſe be enjoyed by any of us, than by 
3 Ade oO taking 
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ee taking his yoke upon us, learning of him, an 


* continuing in his word” — Then ſhall “ we 
„ know the truth, and the truth ſhall make us 


©« free indeed. ſt is the true Chriſtian alone 


who is the Lord's FREE MAN; and a denizon 
of the new Jeruſalem, An honor and privilege 


to which we cannot maintain our claim, , unleſs 


we realize our profeſſion, of Chriſtanity, by ſer- 


ving the Lord Chriſt with all good- fdality; and 


ſerving one another in love, Be this the object 
of our greateſt care and ambition. We may then 
with hope and earneſt expeQation, wait for the 
day of our complete redemption. The G AN 


Justus Will at length be proclaimed by the 


ound of the Arch-Angel's trumpet; which will 
call the ſons and heirs of GOD to the consuM- 
MATE L18ER&TY of his heavenly kingdom, and 
- Induce them to the inheritance incorruptable, 


undefiled, and chat fadeth not at. reſerved i 
. them, | 


Mar this be the 5 of us all, through . 
grace of GOD our Saviour, 


« : * * 2 
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1 taking! his yoke! upon us, learning of him, a 
continuing in his Word“. — Then ſhall “ Se 
dit know the. truth, and the truth ſhall make us 
4 free indeed.“ lt is the true Chriſtian alone 
who is the Lok b's FREE MAN; and a denizon 
of the new Jeruſalem, An honor and privilege 


to which we cannot maintain our claim, andes 


we realize our profeſſion of Chriſtanity, by ſer- 
ving the Lord Chriſt with all good delt and 
ſerving one another in love, Be this the object 
of our greateſt care and ambition. We may then 


with hope and earneſt expectation, wait for the 


day of our complete redemption. The GRAN 


Jus R Will at length be proclaimed by the 


1lound of the Arch-Angel's s trumpet; which will 
call the ſons and heirs of GOD to the consuM- 
- MATE L188&TY of his heavenly kingdom, and 
- Induce them to the inheritance incorruptable, 


undefiled, and that fadeth not OX reſerved 1 
_ them, | 


Mar this be the — of 1 us all, throogh . 
grace of GOD our Saviour. 
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